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October 2018 Edition 

Crimson Cascade 

The “Morgan” Church in Stoke Lacy is commemorating the eight 

young men of the parish who fell in the Great War: Privates 

Charles Aylett, Edwin Bishop, William Boucher, William Newman, 

William Racster, and Alban Walker plus Rifleman Robert James 

and Lance Corporal Albert Nottingham. Their stories have been 

researched by Adrian Yeeles and recorded in a publication 

entitled “We Will Remember Them” available from the church 

and the Friends of Stoke Lacy Church.  

A glorious red cascade of poppies now tumbles from the west 

window of the church, watched over by the white dove of peace. 

The sculpture, floodlit nightly, is a community endeavour led by 

Nigel Montandon and David McKeeman. Donated to the church 

the striking design contributes to the preparations for a special 

service of remembrance on 11th November. The sculpture is 

accompanied by a model evoking a Great War soldier receiving 

thanks from a grateful schoolgirl for his supreme sacrifice. 

“Where the blood of the dead and injured young innocents had 

stained the soils of Flanders fields, poppies bloomed as if to 

lament the terrible loss.” 

Unique individual ceramic poppies produced by Nigel 

Montandon, with help from residents, are available from the 

Friends of Stoke Lacy Church.  

To complement  the display still further Janet Ivison, 

Margaret Woodley, Betty Davies and Laura Edwards who are 

members of Bromyard Floral Club, and in Stoke Lacy are 

known as ‘The Flower Fairies’, decided to reflect the work 

done for the centenary celebrations in Bromyard in their 

unique poppy arrangements. These make a spectacular 

addition to the display at the church lych gate and on the 

path leading to the church. Already many visitors have called 

in to view the spectacle both holiday makers and locals and 

the display has been featured in local and regional press and 

broadcast media.  

More Stoke Lacy heritage can be found on 

www.stokelacyheritage.co.uk and www.facebook.com/

stokelacyproject 

 

Photographs Peter Hutchinson and John Davies 

http://www.stokelacyheritage.co.uk
file:///C:/Users/John/Desktop/www.facebook.com/stokelacyproject
file:///C:/Users/John/Desktop/www.facebook.com/stokelacyproject
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J.D.POYNER 
JCB & PLANT HIRE CONTRACTOR 

 

ALL TYPES OF BUILDING AND AGRICULTURAL 
WORK UNDERTAKEN. 

 

VERY COMPETITIVE RATES AND GOOD SERVICE 

7 DAY/24HR EMERGENCY SERVICE 
 

01885 490771/07831 503767 

TOP GARAGE 
 

HEREFORD ROAD, BROMYARD 

 

PETROL, DIESEL, PARAFFIN, AUTOGAS,  

RED DIESEL 

FULL WORKSHOP FACILITIES. MOTS 
TYRES. EXHAUSTS. BATTERIES AND 

ACCESSORIES. 

 

OFF LICENCE 

7AM-6PM MON TO FRI 

7PM-2PM SATURDAYS 

    8AM -1PM SUNDAYS 

TELE 01885 483342 

GEOFF   IVISON 
 

Your local garden machinery 
specialist 

 

All leading brands Supplied, Serviced & 

Repaired. 

NEW & USED MACHINERY 

AT COMPETITIVE PRICES 

Free Collection & Return  

 

01885 400601  

Sapey Golf Club 
Upper Sapey, Worcester, WR6 6XT 

 

ATTRACTIVE 27 HOLES GOLF COURSE 

CLUBHOUSE, BAR AND RESTAURANT 
 

Come and join us for Sunday Lunch Carvery 

3 Course, Coffee and Petit Fours 

£14.50 

We also cater for 

PRIVATE FUNCTIONS 

GOLF MEMBERSHIP AVAILABLE 

SOCIETIES WELCOME 

PAY AND PLAY AVAILABLE 
 

To book call 01886 853288 

Email: info@sapeygolf.co.uk 

www.sapeygolf.co.uk 

GRAHAM THE GARDENER 
 

BLOCK PAVING 

FENCING, PATIOS 

ALL ASPECTS OF GARDEN MAINTENANCE 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

 

FAST FRIENDLY SERVICE 

 

TEL: 01885 490820 or 07974 127213 
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VILLAGE HALL NEWS 

AUTUMN BREAKFAST 

We are holding our ‘Autumn Breakfast’ on Saturday 20th 

October from 9.30 – 12 noon. Simon Abiss will be in 

attendance again to collect your surplus apples and 

process them into some lovely juice for you to collect at a 

later date. We will also be running an ‘Autumnal Quiz’ 

with the winner taking home a lovely ‘Autumnal Hamper’. 

We look forward to seeing you all for a full English and no 

washing up afterwards! 

MYSTERY NIGHT 

On Saturday 17th November from 7.30 pm there will be ‘A 

Write Rumpus down The Rat and Rooster’ going on in the 

Village Hall. We are staging a Murder Mystery Evening to 

include a Ploughman’s Supper, all for £10 per person. 

B.Y.O.D. To book your seat or a table ring 01885 400601. 

We are also looking for people to become actors for the 

evening, script supplied. So if you ever thought you would 

like to tread the boards now is your chance to have a go. 

Please contact Janet with your details. 

SALT BIN 

Unfortunately we have had to remove the Salt Bin from 

the top of the steps leading to the  Hall, due to it being 

used as a receptacle for Food waste and Dog excrement.  

Janet Ivison -Chairman of the Hall Trustees 01885 400601 

********************************** 

Morgans raise the chequered flag 

As the scaffolding finally goes up, the Morgan family is still 

doing their bit for the village. With further funds still to 

raise to complete the renovations, our great supporter, 

The Morgan Motor Company (MMC), is putting on a major 

fund-raiser for us. So save the date Friday 2nd November 

at 7pm. Best still go online at                                           

https://goo.gl/M5TqXB    and buy some tickets! 
As their Charity of the Year 2018, the MMC is revving up to 

make our Grand Draw something special. The factory 

gates will open at 7pm to welcome all those with an 

interest in Morgan cars, Stoke Lacy heritage or both. The 

evening will kick off with a free drink, courtesy of our pals 

at Wye Valley and at Symonds’ NSA Eventbars. After a 

welcome from the Managing Director, Steve Morris, we 

will be entertained (and educated) with a talk by MMC’s 

Archivist, Martyn Webb, examining the Morgan Stoke Lacy 

Connection. With a combination of photographs and 

anecdotes, Martyn will reveal the personalities behind the 

names of Henry, George and “Miss” Dorothy. 

After the Grand Draw with the announcement of the 4 

lucky winners, the factory will be opened for you to see 

the artistry and engineering excellence that goes into 

making these stylish motors. 

Tickets are £20 each (Plus booking fee) available from  
https://goo.gl/M5TqXB 
Further details are on the Stoke Lacy Heritage Facebook 

page. If you have a problem with transport please contact 

John Davies on cottageold@gmail.com or 

Ruth.Hickmott@btinternet.com 

****************************** 

https://goo.gl/M5TqXB
https://goo.gl/M5TqXB
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Occasional help needed to 
clean cabins, hours variable. 

Please call Tina on 07815 733565 

 

 

 

 

BROMYARD COMMUNITY TRANSPORT 

Transport Problems? 
If you do not have access to a car or public transport, call 

us, we can help get you going 

Our Services 

Go Dial a Ride and Community Cars 

Day Outings and Shopping Trips 

Group Minibus Transport 
Wheelchair friendly minibuses and MPV  

Why not volunteer as a driver 

Help us today - you may need us tomorrow! 
Call us on 01885 488452 or pop into the office 

1 Rowberry Street, Bromyard, HR7 4DU 

E: info@gobct.org.uk, www.gobct.org.uk  

Broxash 
Dog 

Grooming 

 

From a bath and a brush up to 
a full makeover 

25% off your dog’s first 
appointment 

Pick up and drop off available 

Veterinary Nurse for over 10 
years 

07795 101735 

mailto:info@gobct.org.uk
http://www.gobct.org.uk
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Stoke Lacy Grand Draw Tickets 

If you haven’t yet bought any raffle tickets for the Stoke 

Lacy Grand Draw I have one question. How did you manage 

it? We have had hordes of press-ganged volunteers selling 

Grand Draw tickets since March! 

Well your time is running out if you are to be in with a 

chance of winning one of these great prizes: 

 FIRST PRIZE: Weekend hire of a Morgan Plus 4 

 SECOND PRIZE: A week’s rental of a holiday cottage 

in Scotland 

 THIRD PRIZE: A weekend break in a Herefordshire 

fishing lodge 

 FOURTH PRIZE: £100 

The Grand Draw will take place at our “Morgan family at 

Stoke Lacy” event on Friday November 2nd at the Morgan 

factory in Malvern (but more about that later). If you would 

like to buy a raffle ticket please contact John Caiger who 

would be delighted to sell you some! 

If you are one of our press-ganged volunteers selling raffle 

tickets can I please remind you to return stubs and ticket 

money to John Caiger  01432 820272 or Tina Lifely a.s.a.p 

and by 29th October at the latest? 

******************************* 

STOKE LACY 100 CLUB RESULTS 
 

AUGUST 2018 
 

1st  Esme Collier £20 
2nd Elizabeth Hibbins £10 

3rd Beryl Lewis £5 
 

SEPTEMBER 2018 
 

1st Janet Watson £20 
2nd Nick Harvey  £10 
3rd Lauren Derby £5 

 
Any enquiries, ring 

Tina Lifely 01432 820154 

 

************************* 

 

Stoke Lacy & District Garden Club 

Garden visit Tuesday 28th August 

August’s visit took us to Lawless Hill at Sellack, Nr Ross-on 

Wye. A fine afternoon saw members ascend the steep drive 

which approaches the house and garden. Even in the first 

moments and yards into the garden we knew we were in for 

a real treat, this garden really does have the ‘wow’ factor.  

We were welcomed by the owner Katalin and her gardener 

Maria who told us about the garden which is largely inspired 

by Japanese design, whilst not sticking rigidly to the 

principles but taking many of the elements of this type of 

design which suit the location and mood of the garden best.   

Everything about the garden is on a large scale, Katalin and 

her husband Keith have used natural stone to create the 

walls, and some huge rocks to create ‘rooms’ with 

meandering paths and steps taking you through the garden 

in its many levels. The first lawn is approached from the 

terrace planted with cloud pruned trees, to the house side 

flat rocks have been mounted to look as though they are 

floating above the ground, this lawn overlooks both the 

reflecting pool, a large tank, partly unsupported to reflect 

both the house and the sky, and two large ponds. One being 

stocked with large koi carp and the lower pool being a 

natural swimming pond overlooked by the circular tea house. 

Beneath the reflecting pool is a Japanese zen meditation 

gravel garden with the traditional raked gravel, rocks and 

specimen maple trees. Leading up from the zen garden is 

another Japanese feature, a ‘stream’ of flat stones winding 

upwards, the sides being planted with azaleas which have 

knitted together and look like one large low hedge; in the 

spring it apparently looks stunning. Following the paths and 

steps around the garden there are many mature trees and 

many woodland plants, right down to the quarry with a sheer 

rock wall with water tumbling down onto the mosses and 

ferns which have established themselves in the nooks and 

crannies of the cracks in the rocks. 

As the garden sits high up above the river Wye there are 

superb views across the valley at every turn and with many 

items of sculpture a visit at any time is very well worth it, and 

our hostess is only too happy to entertain visitors by 

arrangement.  

Katalin & Keith Meehan 

07595 678837 

Lawlesshill@gmail.com 

http://www.facebook.com/Lawless-Hill-315093135189525  

 

For more information on the gardening club please  

contact David Preece: dj.preece@hotmail.co.uk or Tel: 

01885 490604 

mailto:Lawlesshill@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/Lawless-Hill-315093135189525
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THE PLOUGH INN 
STOKE LACY 

 

FREEHOUSE 

RESTAURANT AND BAR MEALS 

LUNCHTIME AND EVENING 

DAILY SPECIALS BOARD 

SUNDAY LUNCHTIME CARVERY 

WYE VALLEY ALES 

SUPERB NEW FUNCTION ROOM 

LANDSCAPED BEER GARDEN 

Open every day except Monday. 

TEL: SIMON AND NARDIA LEWIS  

01885 490658 

STOKE LACY VILLAGE 

HALL 
A Registered Charity Number 1082078 

The perfect venue for parties, meetings and gath-
erings of all kinds. For enquiries please contact 

the Bookings Secretary  

Geoff Ivison on 01885 400601  

Holiday Cottage in South 
West Scotland 

Adjacent to Dalbeattie Forest, Dumfries & Galloway 

Great location for cycling, mountain biking, walking, 
golfing, bird watching, sailing, touring  – or just relaxing! 

STB 3 Stars. Sleeps 4. Open all year. 

For further details contact: 

Alma Westwood 

Phone: 01885 490286; email: westwoodja@hotmail.com 
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Notes from Stoke Lacy Parish Council meeting held 
on Wednesday 12th September 2018 in the Village 
Hall at 7.30pm. 

Present: Councillor Janet Ivison (Chairman); Councillors 
Helen Bufton, Anne Reece and John Westwood; 1 
member of the public.  Ward Councillor Jonathan Lester 
arrived at 7.55pm and left at 9.03pm. 

Apologies were received from CSO Susan Berrett. 

*The minutes of the previous meeting, held on 
Wednesday 11th July 2018, were approved and signed. 

*The member of the public spoke about speeding traffic 
through Crick’s Green, suggesting reducing the speed limit 
to 40mph could help alleviate this.  CSO Berrett had made 
a written response and Ward Councillor Lester 
contributed to the discussion, which produced some 
useful suggestions for follow-up. 

*Ward Councillor Lester gave a report on Herefordshire 
Council matters, including explaining how the Red Route 
for the by-pass had been chosen.  Parish Councillors were 
invited to a summit on 17th October, to enable better 
dialogue between Parish Councils and Herefordshire 
Council. 

*The Clerk was requested to contact Sanctuary Housing 
regarding the current situation with the Newlands 
development. 

*The accounts for July/August were approved and 
invoices were paid. 

*Footpaths: Woodend Lane, The Folly to The Ditchings 
required upgrading. 

*Seats for Millennium Wood: in hand. 

*A rota of Councillors was to be drawn up for cleaning of 
the bus shelter, commencing  next week. 

The Parish Council was currently short of one Councillor; 
someone had expressed interest in becoming a Councillor 
and more volunteers were being sought to stand in the 
2019 elections. 

*The meeting closed at 10pm. 

Alma Westwood, Clerk.  westwoodja@hotmail.com 

NB: The full Draft Minutes will be published on the Parish 
Council website shortly.  

****************************** 

A THANK YOU from JANET IVISON 

I would like to say a big ‘Thank You’ to everyone who sent 

cards, rang, visited, bought flowers and came armed with 

supplies after my recent operation. I am making a very 

good recovery and would recommend a hip replacement 

to anyone who is suffering pain.    

Janet Ivison                                                                                                   

Dates for the Diary—October and November 

October 14th—Harvest Lunch for all—Village Hall 13.20pm 

for 1pm. 

October 16th – Friendship Club Outing (to be confirmed) 

October 20th—Autumn Breakfast—Village Hall 9.30am—

noon. 

October 23rd – Gardening Club Visit – Hergest Croft 

Garden 2.pm 

November 2nd—"The Morgan Family - their Life and 

Times" plus  Grand Draw at the Morgan Motor Company, 

Malvern, 7pm  (proceeds to "Harvesting Our Heritage"). 

November 11th—Remembrance Service—Stoke Lacy 

Church. 

November 17th—Village Hall ‘Mystery Evening and 

Supper’ - 7.30pm. 

November 20th  – Friendship Club – Fire Marks and 

Insurance 10.30am Village Hall 

November  27th – Gardening Club A.G.M Village Hall 

********************************* 

mailto:westwoodja@hotmail.com
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THIS SPACE IS AVAILABLE 
FOR YOUR 

ADVERTISEMENT  

CONTACT 

clarealbert61 @gmail.com 

  

 

 

RANGE COOKER 

SPECIALIST 

DEAN JAMES NAT GAS,LPG&OIL 

REFURBISHMENT 

CONVERTIONS 

FLUE INSTALLATION 

INSTALLATION SERVICE & REPAIR 
 

TEL: 01885 400639 MOBILE 07866 604877 

 

WWW.RANGECOOKERSPECIALIST.CO.UK 

JOHN REECE 

Garden ~ Hardscaping & 

Home Maintenance 

Patios 

Terraces 

Fencing etc 

Mini digger hire 

Household maintenance 

Please phone     01885 400 611 
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Welcome to The Cricks Green Race Track! 

“It’s a beautiful sunny afternoon here at the Cricks Green 
Racetrack as we await the next group of riders to come 
over the hill and see how fast they can go along the nice 
straight A465 through Cricks Green before they get 
slowed down by bends and the 30mph sign near the 
Plough, if they can be bothered to slow down.” 

“And, here they come! There’s Dipstick Daniel on his 
Kowabunga 3000 closely followed by Maniac Mickey on 
his Motogutzie V8 and bringing up the rear, Fast Fiona 
on her Yamakazi Wankel Rotory Turbo.”  

“As they come over Newton Creek and into the dip in the 
road they scare the life out of a motorist trying to over-
take a local tractor. I bet he needs to change his under-
pants now!”  

“Coming through Cricks Green itself now and each rider 
must be doing over 70 as they go through the 50mph 
speed limit sign…..but let’s face it, that’s not a real speed 
limit! Is it? No really, is it?” 

Now seriously, the speed at which some vehicles both 
motorbikes and car go through Cricks Green is frighten-
ing. In fact, 50mph is too fast for this stretch of road 
overall and even though I’ve only been here a few 
months, I frequently seen dangerous overtaking, road 
rage and near misses. And that’s just looking out of my 
study window! 

It’s amazing that there haven’t been some serious acci-
dents. The last major accident was in 2010 when an 
overtaking vehicle crashed into a lamp-post and it’s 
probably just a case of time before a more serious acci-
dent happens. 

So, I’ve started a campaign to get the speed limit re-
viewed and hopefully reduced to 40mph. It would also 
help if the overtaking line was changed, a warning in-
stalled near Newton Creek dip about on-coming traffic 
and maybe a speed camera warning or two. I’ve met 
with Councilor Jonathan Lester who approves in princi-
ple and supports any initiative that can improve road 
safety for local residents. And, I’ve spoken with Sue Ber-
rett from the Bromyard Police who passed my comments 
onto Ian Connolly, Traffic Advisor to the Safer Roads 
Partnership. He advised getting this raised at the Stoke 
Lacy Council Meeting.  

In addition to this, I’ve done a petition of all the Cricks 
Green residents I could find and everyone I spoke with 
supported the idea and had experiences of speeding 
traffic and difficulty exiting their drives even with traffic 
doing 50mph. (As an aside, while collecting signatures, I 
was almost hit by a BMW who was speeding and came 
very close to the grass verge.) 

Here are just a few of the arguments for reducing the 
speed limit to 40mph: 

 

*A speed of 40mph would be consistent with outskirts 

of other villages and towns such as Stoke Lacey 

and Bromyard. 

*Current 50mph speed limit is often not recognized as 

a real limit, just advisory so cars and motorcycles 

frequently exceed 50mph 

* would act as a traffic calming system for the 30mph 

speed limit a few hundred yards down the road at 

the Plough Inn and Wye Valley Brewery  

*It would be safer for farming traffic using the road  

*It would help reduce noise pollution for Cricks Green 

residents 

*It would help reduce the number of near misses, dan-

gerous overtaking and road rage occurrences 

through Cricks Green 

*It would help reduce ‘Cricks Green Race Track’ as mo-

torcycles (and cars) use this stretch of road to ex-

ceed the speed limit 

*It would be safer for residents exiting their properties 

and drives 

*There would be less risks of accidents such as 3rd 

September 2010 

Next step is to get it raised at the Stoke Lacy Council 
meeting and see if they support and will take to the next 
traffic planning committee. 

 

In the meantime, I’m still trying to get the number plate of 
the motorbike that speeds through Cricks Green around 
04:30 – 05:30 most weekdays! (Unless they are late for 
work when it can be later!) 

Bill Morgan 
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Letter to the Editor 

The Churches Lottery Grant 

Dear Editor 

After reading the letter in the last Cider Press regarding the 

Church getting funding from one of the biggest gambling 

organisations in the country it provoked some thought with 

me. All Owners, Landlords of any building within this country 

are obliged to maintain and repair their said building to a 

certain standard. Obviously the Owners, Landlord of the 

Church are not prepared to fund the said repairs needed so 

therefore the Christian community of the Village have had to 

look for help in as many areas as possible. I believe the 

Lottery are not the only organisation that has been 

approached with a begging bowl. I for one am pleased to see 

that the Christian community are not prepared to see the 

Church fall into disrepair and become another redundant 

building and wish them well with any funding they may 

successfully get.  

Name and address supplied.  

************************************** 

Do you agree or disagree strongly with this point of 

view? Any contributions will be included on this or 

other matters. If you are fed up with hearing about 

the church or the lottery bid, please send any 

contributions you feel may be of interest to the 

readership to the editor at jjpw.davies@gmail.com. 

Thank you. 

 

************************************** 

 

A message from David McKeeman about the 
Remembrance Service in November 

A while ago I was asked to lead the Remembrance 

Sunday service. I still intend to do so but it may be I will 

not be well enough when the time comes. Whoever 

takes the service we will all be asked to “promise to be 

peacemakers”. A few weeks ago several of us met with 

Kina to begin an exploration of Ruth for an 

understanding of refugees, strangers crossing borders, 

and hospitality. Our aim is to see if we can make a 

promise to be peacemakers in a small practical and 

local way. Can I ask you to think hard about what small 

acts of peacemaking we might consider to make this 

promise to be well grounded? Talk ideas over with you 

neighbours and share them. 

David McKeeman 

Stoke Lacy Friendship Club 
 

Now getting towards the end of the year! 
 
The date of our meeting in September was changed to 
the 25th and I hope we managed   to notify most, if not 
all our members. 
 
October 16th is our next outing.  No final decision as to 
destination made, as yet. 
 
November 20th we are having a talk on Fire Marks and 
Insurance. 
 
December 11th  (second Tuesday of the week  not the 
usual third) is our Christmas Lunch and Party. 
 
New members always welcome.  We meet at Stoke 
Lacy Village Hall at 10.30 am every third Tuesday of the 
month. 
 
For more details contact Margaret Woodley or Daphne 
Montandon  n.d.montandon@gmail.com 
 

******************************* 

From The Vicar 

Trust me! 

You can’t trust anyone these days. Would you agree? 
Getting personal, what about me? Do you trust me? I 
hope some would say: Of course! But others might not 
be so sure: Well, that all depends on what you are 
asking me to trust you about. But sadly some might say: 
No way. I could never trust a vicar, a priest. Or even: 
You let me down once so I can never trust you again. 

Trust is something very important. We place trust in all 
sorts of ways, in all kinds of people. I drive my car 
having had it serviced: I trust it is safe to do so. My bank 
statement: I believe what it says and that I can use the 
funds when I wish. I go for a drink at the pub and 
expect not to be poisoned! I commit myself to another 
person for life and expect that they, having made the 
same commitment to me, will be around for life too. 
And so on. 

Unfortunately, trust has taken something of a battering 
these days. We’ve become increasingly cynical and 
suspicious. We don’t trust the BBC quite like we used 
to, especially after Jimmy Savile. We don’t trust the 
police like we used to: there’s been a lot of corruption 
stories. We don’t trust vicars, priests and ministers like 
we used to: all those shocking  stories of abuse. We’ve 
never trusted politicians and yet we do still trust them! 
And teachers, estate agents, lawyers, journalists, 
doctors (and, oh yes: we all distrust the Banks)? This is 
so sad because in each case, it’s only a tiny proportion 
who have turned out to be ‘bad apples’.  
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But even these few seem to have tainted all the rest.  

We harbour the suspicion that each is out for themselves, 
happy to be ‘economical with the truth’ and not acting in 
our best interests. So is there anyone left for us to trust? 
It’s not just that we’re suspicious; we’re also afraid. 

To be personal, I aim for the highest of standards while 
being painfully aware that I do not, dare I say cannot, 
attain them. I want to be a reliable person, a truthful 
person, someone who is straight in their dealings, 
transparent, who behaves the same way whether in the 
public gaze or out of it, who is (in more senses than one) 
a safe pair of hands, who does what he says he will do, 
and who does not break people’s confidences. I don’t 
think you should expect anything less of me. Maybe you 
expect even more! 

Well, I am going to fail, as we all are. Hard to say but to 
trust someone is also, because we are human, to accept 
that they will let us down sooner or later. It’s unavoidable 
but it is a matter of fact and degree. We’re not looking for 
perfection (are we?!) but some failures are not 
acceptable. Because they breakdown our trust and we 
must avoid that at all costs.  

For me, following Jesus has two consequences in this 
regard. Firstly, he calls us to the very highest commitment 
to personal probity (holiness, in Bible language). We aim 
to do better tomorrow than we did today. Secondly, he 
picks us up when we fail. Even if we fail very badly. That’s 
the power of forgiveness. When trust fails, it’s not only 
the victim who needs restoring and that’s the start of 
building trust once again. 

Clive Evans. 

*********************************** 

The History of Bromyard Off the Top of My Head by 
Hugh Nicklin reaches the Twentieth Century 

The twentieth century began with unwelcome news of 
unexpectedly difficult struggles against the Boers, but 
there was soon a new king, and new ideas. Radicals 
elsewhere demanded social security, and in 1909 the 
people of Bromyard found that they were entitled to Old 
Age Pensions. In 1911 they found that they were entitled 
to pay for them via National Insurance, but since Mr Lloyd 
George assured them that they were getting 9d for 4d 
they accepted it. Some Bromyard men will have served in 
the army in Ireland, and there would have been 
discussion about Irish terrorism and Ulster resistance in 
Bromyard pubs. We can safely say that there were not 
many discussions about Serbia, a far off country of which 
the people of Bromyard knew little. But in July 1914 an 
event in Serbia saw volunteers from Bromyard signing up 
to fight the Germans. Casualty lists came back, and in 
1916 all the fit young men of Bromyard were conscripted.  

At the end of the war there was a war memorial to build. 

Bromyard’s is one of the thousands of diverse British war 
memorials whose diversity reflects the uncertainty as to 
what the war had been about. Some of the heroes came 
home, and some of them found fit homes. Bromyard 
danced the Charleston and went to the movies, but then 
came the Slump. Agricultural mechanisation caused much 
unemployment and poverty in Bromyard. Britain had 
joined the League of Nations, and pacifism meant that 
army careers were no longer an easy alternative path to 
take. Bromyard welcomed the return of Mr Chamberlain 
from Munich with ‘Peace with Honour’, and the people 
did not generally understand why they were having to 
build air raid shelters and try on gas masks a year later 
when war broke out and no fighting happened.  

Bromyard went to war whatever the war was for. All the 
young men were conscripted immediately, and when the 
fighting finally did happen some will have made the brief 
round trip to Belgium and back via Dunkirk. Bromyard did 
not figure much in the Baedeker guide book, so it saw no 
German bombers. It did see rationing and the blackout, 
and the black market, and eventually more names on the 
War Memorial of men who had died from Malaya to 
Murmansk. During the latter part of the war the 
government explained to Bromyard that the war was 
about fascism. 

At the end of the war Bromyard voted for Mr Churchill, 
but it got Mr Attlee, American loans, state secondary 
education, prefabs, social security and the National 
Health Service. It lost India. It did not notice the coal, iron 
and steel industries being nationalised, but at the railway 
station the logo changed from the GWR to British Rail. 
The line to Leominster closed, but the diesel railcar 
pottered up and down to Worcester. 

Hugh Nicklin 
********************************** 

Thank you for all contributions received for this edition of 
the Cider Press. Any opinions expressed  are those views 
of the individual contributors. Please send all 
contributions for the December edition to 
jjpw.davies@gmail.com by 15th of November. Thank you. 
 

******************************* 
 
Here at the Cider Press we are trying to provide a better, 
more up to date service for our readers. To this end a 
number of readers have allowed us to email them with 
the Cider Press and various important items of news and 
notices between publications. We want to extend this 
service to as many people as possible, so please email 
me , Jo Davies at jjpw.davies@gmail.com if you would 
like to be included on our mailing list. 
 

Thank you—  Jo Davies, Editor 
************************************** 
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POLICE CONTACT NUMBERS 

West Mercia Police non emergency  

number: 101 

Bromyard Town Local Police Team:  

PC John Meek 01905 744219  

CSOs Sue Berrett & Steph Annette 01905 

744219 or 07970 546064 (mobile number not 

to be used to report incidents).  

In an emergency always dial 999.  

Crimestoppers 0800 555 111. 

 

Carers needed for Children with  

Disabilities for Family-based  

Overnight Stays  

We are currently recruiting for Family Based 

Overnight Short Break Carers for Children 

with Disabilities. We are looking for people 

with relevant skills and experience to provide 

this much needed service for children and 

families. A short break could be between one 

and six nights per month.  

Carers will be assessed as approved foster 

carers, receive £108 per overnight/24 hours 

and will be offered continuous training, 

development and ongoing support.  

If you are interested in this rewarding work, 

please contact Stuart Barber or Sue Powell on 

01432 383 240 or email : 

fosteringandadoptionbusinesssupport@herefo

rdshire.gov.uk.  

To see more information please go to 

www.herefordshire.gov.uk/health-and-social-

care/children-and-family-care/fostering/short-

breaks-carers.  

 

 

 

 

Caring for children aged 2 to 5 
Morning, Afternoon and All-Day sessions 

Plus 
Breakfast Club each day from 8am 
For a free taster session please call 

01432 820824 

Ofsted Graded GOOD 2016 


